PROCEEDINGS OF PIERCE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA, BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

					April 2, 2019

The Pierce County Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on April 2, 2019.  Chairman Migler called the meeting to order at 8:00 A.M., with members Christenson, Brossart, Hoffert and Berg present.  Also, present was Byrce Berginski, Pierce County Tribune.

Chairman Migler led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Moved by Christenson and seconded by Hoffert, to approve the consent agenda. Motion carried.

Moved by Berg and seconded by Brossart, to accept the March minutes as mailed.  Motion carried.

Moved by Brossart and seconded by Berg, to approve those bills previously paid and those yet unpaid were ordered paid.  Motion carried.

Board reviewed Officer fee reports and hourly workers time sheets.

Moved by Christenson and seconded by Hoffert, to accept the financial report for the month of March.  Motion carried.

Discussion was held on a proposal from Swanson Construction on a remodeling project located in the Social Service Building.  Moved by Brossart and seconded by Berg, to table the remodel project for Social Services, as it was not budgeted.  Motion carried.

Moved by Christenson and seconded by Brossart, to approve Treasurer’s checks #5987-5992, in the amount of $1,091.99, for the month of March.  Motion carried.

Mike Graner, Jail Administrator, gave the monthly report for Josh Siegler, Pierce County Sheriff, for the month of March.  Total calls-38; Medical calls-2; Fire calls-0; Traffic Accidents-1; Assist Other Agencies-10; Prisoner Transports-4; Arrests-21; Citations-31; Papers Served-32; Warrants Served-9.

Board recessed to sit on the HACTC Board.

Moved by Berg and seconded by Hoffert, to approve those bills previously paid and those yet unpaid were ordered paid, for the HACTC, for the month of March.  Motion carried.

Moved by Hoffert and seconded by Brossart, to approve the financial report for the month of February, for the HACTC.  Motion carried.

Mike Graner, Jail Administrator, HACTC, gave the board an update on the inmate population for March, which was 99. High of 107, Low 94.  April currently has 105.  Twenty (20) Pierce County inmates booked in; 13 remain in custody. Bookings-102; Releases-96; Personnel 23/24 positions filled. There was a deficit of $19,337.79, for the month of February.

Board reconvened at 9:05 A.M., with all members present.

Allan Meckle, Community Service Coordinator, presented the year-end report on the community service program.  Total completed community service hours were 6,953, with 2,706.50 hours completed in Pierce County.  

Allan Meckle, Community Service Coordinator, said that he no longer has Rolette County, as Rolette County has set up their own program.  Allan asked the board if his hours could be reduced from 40 hours a week down to 24-32 hours a week. Board agreed to reduce the hours starting May 1st.  Allan also shared that he may possibly be working with Towner County on their community service program. 

Pete Ritterman, Ritterman Trucking, joined the meeting.

As the hour of 9:30 A.M was past, the chairman called for the opening of the clay and gravel bids. After review, the board declared all bids in order.  Moved by Christenson and seconded by Hoffert, to accept all bids for clay and graveling.  Motion carried.

Chairman called for the opening of the machine hire bids for the construction season. After review, the board declared all bids in order. Moved by Hoffert and seconded by Brossart, to accept all bids for machine hire.  Motion carried.

Roger Arenz, Area Manager, TrueNorth Steel, joined the meeting.

Moved by Christenson and seconded by Brossart, to appoint Ashley Berg, as a member of the Pierce/McHenry County Housing Board.  Motion carried.

Moved by Berg and seconded by Brossart, to appoint Troy Voeller, as a member of the Pierce County Water Resource Board.  Motion carried.

Board reviewed abatement application submitted by Bruce Strand, for tax year 2018 (2019-12), on the following described possessory interest-1 stall hanger “E”, Section 25, Township 157 N. Range 73 West, located in Pierce County.  Moved by Christenson and seconded by Hoffert, to lower the true and full value from 4,558 to 1,124, for tax year 2018, as recommended by the Tax Director, as he only had hanger for 1/3 of the year.  Motion carried.

Moved by Brossart and seconded by Christenson, to transfer $12,601.26 from Road District #3 (Juniata) Township back into 2014 FEMA Funds.  Motion carried.

Moved by Hoffert and seconded by Brossart, that annual payment be made from the Road Districts to Road & Bridge, for blading and snow removal, for township roads with motor grader.  Motion carried.

Christenson left the meeting.

Joe Schultz, Wold Engineering, stopped in to see if the board had any questions on road project SC-3505(055) PCN 22184, graveling and reshaping from US 2, S to ND 19- ten (10) miles. Bid date will be in November, 2019. Board asked if this project could be bid in two separate projects. Date of completion will be October 1, 2020.

Galen J. Mack, States Attorney, joined the meeting.

Christenson joined the meeting.

As the hour of 10:45 A.M. was past, the chairman called for the opening of the culvert bids. After review, the board declared all bids in order.  Moved by Hoffert and seconded by Christenson, to accept all bids for culverts.  Motion carried.

Discussed amongst the board was the job description for custodian at the Courthouse/Memorial Hall. Migler shared with the rest of the board the total hours for cleaning the courthouse from January 2018-March 2019 and the total hours for the Memorial Hall from December through March. Migler asked how the board felt if they would hire or contract someone to do the lawn cutting to see how many hours it actually takes, before advertising for the position of custodian for the courthouse/memorial hall. After further discussion, moved by Brossart and seconded by Berg, to advertise for lawn mowing at the courthouse/memorial hall.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Curtis Olafson, National Field Director, Aronnax Public Strategies, Opioid Litigation and Matt Daniel, Attorney, from Dallas, Texas, gave a presentation on opioid litigation. Curtis Olafson is currently working with a consortium of top-notched legal firms that are pursuing opioid litigation in several states, with North Dakota being one of their highest priorities.  The litigation will target manufacturers and distributors of opioids.  He presented an Attorney’s Retainer Contract, for the board and county states attorney to review.  No action was taken at this time.

Jim, Dorice and Richard Duchscherer, residents of Tunbridge, joined the meeting and asked the board what can be done with the smell?  Migler said that the health department was coming in the afternoon and if they feel it is a health hazard, then the Red Cross would possibly help to re-locate the families, temporarily, until the smell is gone.  Migler said that the State Health Department informed them that there is a product that can be sprayed on the ground to alleviate the smell.

There being no further business, Berg moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Christenson.  Motion carried.


_____________________________				____________________________
Karin Fursather, Auditor-Treasurer				David Migler, Chairman
Pierce County, North Dakota					Board of County Commissioners




PROCEEDINGS OF PIERCE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA, BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

					April 22, 2019

The Pierce County Board of County Commissioners met in special session on April 22, 2019.  Chairman Migler held a conference call at 10:00 A.M., with members Christenson, Brossart, Hoffert and Berg.  

Moved by Christenson and seconded by Hoffert, to issue a Fire Emergency Declaration and Burn Ban to include recreational burning, garbage/pit burning, burning of farmland, cropland and/or ditches, and the use of a fire to demolish structures. Declaration is filed in the Auditor’s Office.


_______________________________			________________________________
Karin Fursather, Auditor-Treasurer			David Migler, Chairman
Pierce County, North Dakota				Board of County Commissioners


