PROCEEDINGS OF PIERCE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA, BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

					January 7, 2020

The Pierce County Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on January 7, 2020. Chairman Migler called the meeting to order at 8:00 A.M., with members Christenson, Brossart, Hoffert and Berg present. Also present was Bryce Berginski, The Pierce County Tribune.

Chairman Migler led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Moved by Hoffert and seconded by Brossart, to approve the consent agenda.  Motion carried.

Moved by Christenson and seconded by Berg, to accept the December minutes as mailed.  Motion carried.

Moved by Christenson and seconded by Brossart, to approve those bills previously paid and those yet unpaid were ordered paid.  Motion carried.

Moved by Brossart and seconded by Christenson, to accept the financial report for the month of December.  Motion carried.

Moved by Hoffert and seconded by Berg, to approve Treasurer’s checks #6042-6050, in the amount of $4,174.60, for the month of December.  Motion carried.

Board reviewed abatement application submitted by Douglas Pierson, LE (2020-1), for tax year 2019, on the following described property as Lot 2 & E25’ Lot 3, Block 4, Erickson’s Addition, located in the City of Rugby.  After review, moved by Hoffert and seconded by Berg, to approve the abatement application for tax year 2019, as recommended by the Tax Director, as homestead credit filed.  Motion carried.

Board reviewed abatement application submitted by Lisa Marshall (2020-2 & 3) for tax years 2018 & 2019, on the following described property as Lot 9, Block 2, Southview Estates, located in the City of Rugby.  After review, moved by Hoffert and seconded by Christenson, to approve the abatement applications for tax years 2018 & 2019, as recommended by the Tax Director, as qualifies for Veterans Credit.  Motion carried.

Board reviewed abatement application submitted by Tax Director, (2020-4 & 5), for tax years 2018 & 2019, on the following described property as S2SW4, section 4, Township 155N, Range 72 West, as clerical error was found.  Moved by Hoffert and seconded by Brossart, to approve the abatement applications for tax year 2018 & 2019, on the S2SW4, section 4, Township 155N., Range 72 West, as recommended by Tax Director, as clerical error on farm residence exemption.  Motion carried.

Board reviewed abatement application submitted by Myron Schmaltz (2020-6), for tax year 2019, on the following described property as Lot 4, Block 3, Lockwood’s Addition, located in the City of Rugby.  After review, moved by Christenson and seconded by Berg, to approve the abatement application for tax year 2019, as recommended by the Tax Director and to concur with the City of Rugby, as house was removed in June 2018.  Motion carried.

Moved by Hoffert and seconded by Christenson, to re-appoint Charlotte Burkhartsmeier, as a member of the Pierce County Reorganization Board.  Motion carried.

Moved by Christenson and seconded by Brossart, to appoint David Anderson, as a member of the City-County Zoning and Planning Board.  Motion carried.

Fursather, Auditor-Treasurer, presented the Pledge of Assets from Merchants Bank, Bremer Bank, Ramsey Bank and First International Bank & Trust.  Also reviewed were the bank balances as of December 31, 2019.  Moved by Berg and seconded by Hoffert, to accept the Pledge of Assets, as presented, and declare Merchants Bank, Bremer Bank, Ramsey Bank and First International Bank & Trust, as depositories.  Motion carried.

Mike Graner, Jail Administrator, gave the monthly report for Josh Siegler, Pierce County Sheriff, for his department.  Total calls-42; Medical calls-1; Fire calls-1; Traffic accidents-3; Assist Other Agencies-4; Prisoner Transports-5; Arrests-11; Citations-15; Papers served-24; Warrants served-9.

Board recessed to sit on the HACTC Board.

Mike Graner, Jail Administrator, went over the bills for the month of December. Moved by Hoffert and seconded by Brossart, to approve those bills previously paid and those yet unpaid were ordered paid, for the month of December, for the HACTC.  Motion carried.

Moved by Berg and seconded by Brossart, to approve the financial report for the month of November, for the HACTC.  Motion carried.

Mike Graner, Jail Administrator, HACTC, gave the board an update on the inmate population for December, which was 94. High of 101; and low of 91. January currently has 100; Bookings 58; Releases 61. Pierce County inmates remaining in custody are 5. Personnel 24/24 officer positions filled. Mike went over the profit and loss for the HACTC, which shows a deficit of $100,060.59, for the month of November, due to double payroll for the month.

Board reconvened at 9:15 A.M., with all members present.

Board reviewed Officer fee reports for the month of December.

Board held public hearing at 9:15 A.M., on a request for a conditional use permit, from Fisher Sand & Gravel, for an “Aggregate Mining Operation”, located in the SW4, Section 3; Township 153 N. Range 73 West (land owned by Deb Mack). Moved by Christenson and seconded by Brossart, to approve the request for a conditional use permit, from Fisher Sand & Gravel, with the following conditions- speed decrease, proper signage, maintenance including dust control and road care and that pit be reclaimed within one (1) year of pit closure.  Motion carried.

Mike McNeff, Superintendent of Rugby Public Schools, joined the meeting and gave the board an update on the position that has not been filled for the licensed clinical counselor.  Mike said that they are currently contracting with Village Business Institute out of Minot for 1 day a week. They had signed a contract for another six (6) months, to go through the school year. Board agreed that they would continue to support licensed clinical counselor if this position is filled.

Discussion amongst the board on the county pickups and that a log should be kept of when the vehicle is being used and where it is going. Form will be drafted in the Auditor’s office and given to the road department.

After reviewing correspondence from Souris Basin Planning Council on the Semi-Annual Progress Report for Courtyard Apartments Rehabilitation Grant, moved by Berg and seconded by Christenson, authorizing the chairman to sign the progress report on the Courtyard Apartment Rehabilitation Project.  Motion carried.

After review of the 2019 budget, moved by Christenson and seconded by Hoffert, to amend the 2019 budget as: Road District # 3 (Juniata) from $29,390.00 to $39,797.46; Road District #4 (Spring Lake) from $30,210.00 to $35,895.46; Road District #5 (East Barton) from $31,440.00 to $41,421.72; Road District #7 (Dewey ) from 31,030.00 to $31,825.10; Road District #8 (Walsh) from $32,670.00 to $34,822.57; Road District #14 (Christenson) from $31,850.00 to $45,611.18; 2014 Fema to $12,790.25; 2013 Fema- to $38,143.36; Weed Control from $168,081.00 to $180,169.87; Senior Citizen Fund from $54,950.51 to $63,330.09; Job Development  to $.34; State Grant Funds to $4,045.11; Library Elevator Project- from $13,000.00 to $17,868.76; Ambulance Fund- from $181,462.74 to $187,542.25; City-County Library- $121,274.40 to $122,298.51.  Motion carried.

Moved by Hoffert and seconded by Brossart, authorizing the chairman, auditor and states attorney, to sign the contract and contract bond for Road Project SC-3505 (055) on CMC 3505, Jct ND 19- North 9.4 Miles; CMC 3505, Jct US 2- South 5 Miles; for Roadway Reshaping and Graveling.  Motion carried.

Tanner Johnson, Branch President, First International Bank & Trust, joined the meeting.

Board reviewed correspondence on interest rates on money market accounts and certificate of deposits from Ramsey, Merchants, Bremer and First International Bank & Trust. After further review, moved by Hoffert and seconded by Berg, to accept all bids received from the banks of Ramsey, Merchants, Bremer and First International Bank & Trust.  Motion carried.

Galen J. Mack, States Attorney, joined the meeting. Discussed was a road issue located in Spring Lake Township. After further discussion, board asked Galen J. Mack, States Attorney, to write a letter to all parties involved.

Galen also discussed with the board the mobile homes that are delinquent. Galen stated that he was going to do further research on this issue, before any action will be taken. Also discussed was weed spraying, cutting road ditches and encroachment. A letter will be written and sent to all landowners.

Moved by Brossart and seconded by Christenson, to transfer the funds remaining in Social Welfare Fund and County Poor Relief to Northern Prairie Social Services, which consists of Bottineau, McHenry and Pierce Counties.  Motion carried.

There being no further business, Hoffert moved to adjourn the meeting at 11:30 A.M. Seconded by Berg.


______________________________			_______________________________
Karin Fursather, Auditor-Treasurer			David Migler, Chairman
Pierce County, North Dakota				Board of County Commission
PROCEEDINGS OF PIERCE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA, BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

					January 13, 2020

The Pierce County Board of County Commissioners met in special session on January 13, 2020. Chairman Migler called the meeting to order at 10:00 A.M., with members Christenson, Brossart, Hoffert and Berg present. 

Discussed was a tractor lease agreement for a JD 6155 M from May 15, 2020 to February 12, 2021. North Dakota Association of Counties has signed an agreement with John Deere. If counties are interested in this program, counties were to contact their local dealer. Moved by Christenson and seconded by Hoffert, to lease a John Deere tractor 6155M, for the 2020 season, with a cost of $4,255.50 per year.  Motion carried.

Board reviewed a proposal from John Deere on a Disc mower. Moved by Hoffert and seconded by Brossart, to purchase a Used 2019 New Holland Disc Mower from John Deere, in the amount of $9,000.00.  Motion carried.

There being no further business, Chairman Migler adjourned the meeting at 10:30 A.M.


_______________________________			________________________________
Karin Fursather, Auditor-Treasurer			David Migler, Chairman
Pierce County, North Dakota				Board of County Commissioners


PROCEEDINGS OF THE PIERCE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA, BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

				            January 22, 2020

The Pierce County Board of County Commissioners met in special session on January 22, 2020. Chairman Migler called the meeting to order at 1:00 P.M., at the Memorial Hall, with members Christenson, Brossart and Hoffert present. Berg absent.  Also present were township officers from all the organized townships, except for Alexanter Township, Hagel Township, Meyer Township and Tuscarora Township. Galen J. Mack, States Attorney, was also present.

Handouts were given to all the townships present, on the costs of the shops, blades and motorgrader operators.

Signs- Migler stated that some townships still don’t have their signs ups. 

Migler stated that a notice will be put in the Pierce County Tribune on encroachment, spraying and cutting road ditches. 

Pierce County has purchased a disk mower and leasing a tractor, so if roads are not cut by October 1st, the county will be doing the cutting and the landowner will be assessed $200 per mile. This would be done on all township roads, not prairie trails.  Galen Mack, States Attorney, said that the townships should let the commission know which roads have not been cut.

Migler said there are three (3) types of roads- 
A Roads- Farm to Market
B Roads- Bus & Mail Routes
C Roads- other roads
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Only A & B roads will be opened in the winter.  Reasoning for this is to keep costs down so additional charges will not be added to the townships.

Migler stated that the expenses for 2019, for all the blades and county shops, came to $778.35 per mile, which is an increase of $66.27 from last year.  The county is subsidizing approximately $573 per mile, which is taken out of Highway Distribution Funds. Roger Tank, Chairman, Reno Valley Township, asked why the townships should be paying the wages of the motorgrader operators when they are not on the roads? He said that Wells County does not pay a fee for maintenance. 

Township Agreement per mile fee, for maintaining roads, will remain at $205.00 per mile.

Todd Lysne, Supervisor, Eleverum Township, asked if a little more maintenance on the roads could be done in the fall?

Zoning- Migler reminded everyone that you need a building permit for any type of buildings that are erected on your farm.

Culverts- County will continue to supply culverts to the townships.  Mike Christenson asked the townships as a whole, what size they recommend. Sizes 18 x 40 and 24 x 40 will be purchased.  If you need a culvert, you need to contact Mike Christenson or the Auditor’s office.

Operation Prairie Dog- Bill that was passed in 2019 in which townships have a potential of seeing added revenue in the spring/summer of 2021.  Estimated township amount is $9,300.00 This amount will be ongoing, but a report needs to be completed by each township and turned into the Auditor’s office. If a township does not complete the report, the whole county could lose their funding.

Migler read a portion of the Grass Roots pamphlet pertaining to corn and the intersections. If crop is planted within the right of way, then the growing crop would be considered an obstacle-just as trees, rocks, bales, etc., that are in the ditch.  The township can remove the right of way obstacle, i.e. remove the offending growing ‘ditch’ corn.

Road Projects Scheduled- SC 3505 (055) on CMC 3505, Jct ND North 9.4 Miles; CMC 3505, Jct US 2 South 5 Miles. Type of work- Roadway reshaping and regraveling- Cost of project $881,938.62.  Bid was awarded to B & J Excavating, Inc.

CMC 3522- ND 3, 8 miles South of Rugby, then East to County Line- Estimated Cost $520,000.00.

Migler stated that the Emergency Fund can have a balance in the fund plus uncollected taxes which equals an amount produced by 15 mills on the taxable valuation, which is $498,264.32.  Balance currently is $334,352.61.  The county will continue to levy for the Emergency Fund until it reaches the maximum.

Bill Deck, Supervisor, Truman Township, asked if there was any contract that could be used for contractors coming into the townships, as some of the township roads were damaged in their township?

Migler said that every contractor that does work in Pierce County has to have a permit, if more than 500 yards.

There being no further business, Migler adjourned the meeting at 1:50 p.m.


_______________________________				______________________________
Karin Fursather, Auditor-Treasurer				David Migler, Chairman
Pierce County, North Dakota					Board of County Commissioners
