PROCEEDINGS OF THE PIERCE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA, BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

				            March 1, 2016

The Pierce County Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on March 1, 2016.  Chairman Migler called the meeting to order at 8:00 A.M., with members Christenson, Brossart, Johnston and Larson present. Also present were Steve Voeller, Scott Senger, Stephanie Houim, Joe Volk, Alan Beaver, Lawrence Bartz, Riley Schaan, Blaine Schmaltz , Bryce Berginski, Pierce County Tribune and Ed Steadman, EERC.

Chairman Migler led the Pledge of Allegiance.

A motion was made by Christenson and seconded by Brossart, to accept the February minutes as mailed. Motion carried.

A motion was made by Johnston and seconded by Larson, to approve those bills previously paid and those yet unpaid were ordered paid.  Motion carried.

Board reviewed Officer fee reports and hourly workers time sheets.

A motion was made by Brossart and seconded by Christenson, to accept the financial report for the month of February.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Johnston and seconded by Brossart, to approve treasurer’s checks # 5584-5601 in the amount of $3,186.07, for the month of February.  Motion carried.

Johnston shared with the rest of the board the comments made at the public meeting, which was held on February 16, 2016. He also shared information from the Zoning and Planning Meeting that was held on February 18, 2016, where Dallas Hager presented petitions to the Zoning and Planning Board, with over 2,000 signatures opposing the bore hole project. Zoning and Planning board reviewed an application submitted by Knife River Materials for a conditional use permit, which will be located in sections 13 & 14 of Tofte Township (157-71). Zoning and Planning Board recommended to the Pierce County Commission, to approve the conditional use permit submitted by Knife River Materials.  Public hearing will be held on Tuesday, March 15, 2016 at 9:30 A.M.

Migler stated that a letter is going to be written by Galen J. Mack, States Attorney that Pierce County is not interested in the bore hole project.  He said “we have nothing against EERC. It is just the end result; we are trying to protect our future generation, our kids and grandkids down the road.”

Blaine Schmaltz thanked the board for standing up for the concerned citizens of Pierce County. Blaine suggested that the commission address the State Board members of county commissioners, so that everyone is on track.  Johnston stated that he had notified Association of Counties. Ed Steadman, EER said “he understands what you are saying and that I can’t speak for Batelle, this is just me talking- I would be very surprised that they will look elsewhere in North Dakota for another site.”

Steve Voeller asked “where is the in depth investigation by the news media on what could be the award winning story of the year. Why was one of the first questions asked by the EERC How did this leak out?
Who in our country and state were the first to know and where were they (politicians) when they took an oath to serve and protect and inform? Who sold out our State and at what price? Initial cost of the bore project is 35 million. Where did the other 45 million go?  When the DOE fails in the Hwy 3 corridor, are they going to move east to Hwy 281 or Hwy 32?,  Where is the statewide outrage when the federal government and DOE want to make our State a nuclear dump site under the guise of a scientific bore project?”

Moved by Johnston and seconded by Christenson, to have our States Attorney, Galen J. Mack write a letter to the EERC, to cease consideration of anywhere in Pierce County, North Dakota, as a site for this deep bore hole project.  Upon roll call vote-  Christenson “Aye”; Brossart “Aye”; Johnston “Aye”; Larson “Aye”; Migler “Aye”.  Motion carried.

Josh Siegler, Pierce County Sheriff, met and gave the board a report for the month of February, for his department. Total calls-52; Medical calls-3; Fire calls-1; Traffic accidents-3; Assist other Agencies-10; Prisoner Transports-3; Arrests-12; Citations-20; Papers served-12; Warrants-6.

Board received a resignation letter from Dr. Jeff Vaagen, MD, Pierce County Coroner, and recommended to the board to appoint Ken Reed, as county coroner.

Galen J Mack, States Attorney, joined the meeting.

Board recessed to sit on the HACTC board at 8:25 A.M.

Josh Siegler, Pierce County Sheriff, asked if there were any questions on the bills and that the profit for January was $14,534.62. Inmate population for February was 113. Bookings for the month February were 99. Personnel- Had one new hire and two resignations.  Miscellaneous- Have one remaining DOCR offender and he releases on 3/4/16. All other DOCR offenders were moved back by 2/11/16. Contract was amended with DOCR to reflect boarding fees of $70/day/offender for the length of the contract. 

A motion was made by Larson and seconded by Brossart, to approve those bills previously paid and those yet unpaid were ordered paid for the month of January, for the HACTC.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Johnston and seconded by Christenson, to approve the financial report for the month of January, for the Hactc.  Motion carried.

Board reconvened at 8:45 a.m. with all members present.

A motion was made by Christenson and seconded by Larson, to appoint Ken Reed, as county coroner.
Motion carried.

Galen J. Mack, gave the board a letter that was drafted to cease deep bore hole drilling anywhere in Pierce County and advised the board to review the letter and if they agree, to sign it.

Board reviewed correspondence from Sally Holewa, State Court Administrator of North Dakota,, concerning funding of the Clerk of District Court office, with the State. Based on current data, Pierce County requires 1.04 FTE’s, to provide clerk services. Moved by Brossart and seconded by Larson, that Pierce County elect to enter into a funding agreement for the 2017-2019 biennium with North Dakota Supreme Court (State), to receive reimbursement of 1.04% for providing Clerk of District Court services, as it is being presently done.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Christenson and seconded by Johnston, that payment be made from the 2013 Disaster Fund to the following township: Meyer $28,022.49.  Motion carried.

Board reviewed abatement application submitted by Calvary Evangelical Free Church (2016-53) for tax year 2015 on property described as Lots 3 & 4, Rugby Sub-Div #12, located in the City of Rugby.  Moved by Larson and seconded by Brossart, to approve the abatement application from Calvary Evangelical Free Church, as parcel is exempt from taxation, as recommended by the Tax Director and to concur with the City of Rugby. Motion carried.

Board reviewed abatement application on parcel 01613-008 (2016-54) for tax year 2015 on property described as possessory interest on 1 stall hanger located in section 25 Township 157-73 (Walsh).  Moved by Christenson and seconded by Brossart, to approve the application recommended by the Tax Director on parcel 01613-008, due to clerical error.  Motion carried.

Board reviewed abatement application submitted by Carol Engebrit (2016-55) for tax year 2015 on property described as a tract in Gov’t Lot 1 50 x 106.9 (2) 156-73, Rugby Outlot, located in the City of Rugby.  Moved by Johnston and seconded by Larson to approve the abatement application, as recommended by the Tax Director, in accordance with homestead credit.  Motion carried.

Board reviewed abatement application on parcel 10409-000 (2016-56) for tax year 2015 on property described as Lots 26-27, Block 2, Sikes 2nd Add, located in the City of Rugby.  Moved by Brossart and seconded by Christenson, to approve the abatement application on parcel 10409-000, as recommended by the Tax Director, due to clerical error.  Motion carried.

Patrick Dechant and Brad Trepel , North Dakota Pipeline Company, LLC (Sandpiper) joined the meeting. Brad had asked if their application permit for drilling on township right of way could be extended to 2/1/17.  Moved by Christenson and seconded by Brossart, to extend the permit for drilling on right of way to 2/1/17.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Johnston and seconded by Larson, to impose load limit restrictions-single axle not to exceed 12,000lbs., tandem axle not to exceed 12,000 lbs., per axle on all county township roads.  Also, speed limit will be 45 miles per hour, while load limits are in effect.  With the exception that load limits imposed on 2 ½ miles from highway #3 Selz, with speed limit set at 35 miles per hour, single axle, not to exceed 12, 000 lbs. and tandem axle not to exceed 12, 000 lbs. per axle for loaded trucks, while limits are in effect.  Motion carried.

Moved by Christenson and seconded by Brossart, to call for bids for graveling and machine hire, for the 2016 construction season.  Motion carried.

JT Pelt, JDA Director, met with the board and thanked the board for attending the JDA- Natural Gas meeting. JT asked the board if they would consider contributing towards the feasibility study. He also said once the study is completed, he would report back to the board on the findings.  Moved by Johnston and seconded by Christenson, to contribute $5,000 towards the feasibility study.  Motion carried.

Lyndsay Ulrickson Jory Head, Souris Basin Planning Council met with the board and explained that USDA has a housing program where Pierce County residents can apply for help in repairing their roof, siding and etc.  Lyndsay asked for the board to support Souris Basin Planning Council on the Housing Reap Program and that this is a pilot project that will be done in Pierce County.  Moved by Larson and seconded by Brossart, to support Souris Basin Planning Council on the Housing Reap Program, in which Souris Basin will apply for grant dollars through USDA.  Motion carried.

Migler informed the board that a department head meeting was held in February with Tanya Weiler, HR Consultant and that the departments will meet on a monthly basis for a year.

Board reviewed a request from Mike Graner, Jail Administrator, to give the correctional officers a 2% increase.  After reviewing the costs, the board felt that the county invested in having a salary study completed and that they would be at 95% Moved by Johnston and seconded by Brossart, that salaries for correctional officers will remain as is.  Motion carried.

Jon Oksendahl, RDO, stopped in to inform the board that the training was setup for motor grader on Tuesday, March 8, 2016, at the Balta shop.

Jessica Tagestad, Wold Engineering, met and went over the preliminary plans on Projects COIB 3521(060) from US Hwy 2 in Rugby, North 1.12 miles; Project CNOC 3526(055) from Balta East 1.93 miles; Project CNOC 3548 (056) from Selz 3 miles West to NDSH 3.  Moved by Christenson and seconded by Larson to approved the plans and advertise for bids, which will be opened on April 19, 2016. Motion carried.

Jessica also went over the estimated quantities for FEMA Project located in Hillside Township.

There being no further business, Migler adjourned the meeting at 11:30 A.M.

____________________________			______________________________
Karin Fursather, Auditor-Treasurer			David Migler, Chairman
Pierce County, North Dakota				Board of County Commissioners


PROCEEDINGS OF THE PIERCE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA, BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

				            March 15, 2016

The Pierce County Board of County Commissioners met in special session on March 15, 2016.  Chairman Migler called the meeting to order at 9:30 A.M., with members Christenson, Brossart and Johnston present. Larson absent.  Also present was Bryce Berginski, The Pierce County Tribune.


Kelsey Siegler, Tax Director/Zoning Administrator, joined the meeting.

Board held public hearing at 9:30 A.M. on a request submitted by Knife River Materials, for a conditional use permit for aggregate mining operations and a temporary hot mix asphalt plant, located in Section 13 and 14 of Tofte Township (157-71).  After further discussion, moved by Christenson and seconded by Brossart, to approve the conditional use permit to Knife River Materials, providing that proper signage and dust control be used.  Motion carried.

Board reviewed abatement application submitted by James Tuchscherer, (2015-57) for tax 2015, on the following described property, SW1/4 (36) located in Township 157, Range 69.

Board reviewed abatement application submitted by Timothy Tuchscherer, (2015-58) for tax year 2015, on the following described property, SE1/4 (36), Township 157, Range 69. Moved by Johnston and seconded by Christenson, to approve the abatement applications for tax year 2015 (2015-57-58), as recommended by the Tax Director, for inundated acres.  Motion carried.

Board reviewed applications that were submitted for the blade operator position.

[bookmark: _GoBack]There being no further business, Migler adjourned the meeting at 10:15 A.M.


________________________________			___________________________________
Karin Fursather, Auditor-Treasurer			David Migler, Chairman
Pierce County, North Dakota				Board of County Commissioners


