PROCEEDINGS OF THE PIERCE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA, BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS




           October 2, 2012

The Pierce County Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on October 2, 2012.  Chairman Christenson called the meeting to order at 8:00 A.M. with members Johnston, Bohl, Migler and Larson present.  Also present was Chris Bieri, editor, Pierce County Tribune.

Chairman Christenson led the Pledge of Allegiance.

A motion was made by Migler and seconded by Larson, to accept the September minutes.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Johnston and seconded by Bohl, to approve those bills previously paid and those yet unpaid were ordered paid.  Motion carried.

Board reviewed Officer fee reports and hourly workers time sheets.

A motion was made by Migler and seconded by Bohl, that payment be made from the 2011 Disaster Fund to the following townships for road repair: White Township $14,638.17 and Rd District #10 (Tofte) $9,877.99.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Johnston and seconded by Larson, to appoint Don Jelsing and Yolanda Goodman, County Agent, as delegates to the State Fair Association annual meeting, to be held on November 15, 2012, at the Ramkota, in Bismarck.  Motion carried.
Carrie Vallier, Dispatcher, met at the board’s request for an exit interview.  A motion was made by Johnston and seconded by Migler, to accept the resignation from Carrie Vallier.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Bohl and seconded by Johnston, authorizing the chairman to sign the projects scheduled for the Federal Aid Program for the years 2013-2014.  Motion carried.
A motion was made by Bohl and seconded by Migler, to transfer $100,000.00 from County Poor Relief to Social Welfare Fund.  Motion carried.
A motion was made by Bohl and seconded by Migler, to accept the financial report for the month of September.  Motion carried.

Board held hearing on minimum sale price for real estate acquired through tax deed action in accordance with section 57-28-11.  No one appeared and no written comments were received.  A motion was made by Bohl and seconded by Johnston, to approve the minimum sale price, as recommended by the Tax Director, and that the terms of the sale on November 20, 2012, be for cash only.  Motion carried.

Craig Johnson, President, Merchants Bank, met at the board’s request. Discussed was the possibility of paying off HACTC Loan with USDA.

Jon Nelson, State Representative and Jerry Klein, State Senator, met at the board’s request.  Chairman Christenson asked about the substantial increase for salaries that the county has to follow for the Social Service Department, which is mandated by the State. The board felt that the State should be picking up some of the increase, as it is hard for counties to absorb the cost. Christenson said that a resolution is going to be presented at the North Dakota County Association meeting in October on this issue. Nelson and Klein talked a little about the road issues and how the State has distributed money to all the county townships. The board stated that the money they received for the townships was greatly appreciated.
Jessica Tagestad, Wold Engineering, met with the board on the county’s federal aid program for 2013-2014 and asked if they wanted to add the 3 ½ miles N of #17 overlay project on the list.
A motion was made by Larson, and seconded by Johnston, to approve the preliminary budget as the final budget, in the amount of $6,191,061.12 beginning January 1, 2013 and ending December 31, 2013.  Upon roll call vote, unanimous vote was cast.
Galen Mack, States Attorney, joined the meeting. A lengthy discussion was held concerning the LEC Agreement that was drafted by the City of Rugby. Galen advised the county to not sign the agreement.
Nick Brossart, Tax Director, joined the meeting. He gave the board an update on the Vanguard appraisal and informed them the city is leaning towards Vanguard, but that they wanted to do some further checking. Nick also discussed that the new software with GIS Workshops needs to be reviewed with what is in our present software before going forward and that this is going to take some time. He felt that he needs to get this completed this year and that he can’t get this done working 3 days a week.  A motion was made by Johnston and seconded by Migler, to pay the Tax Director for an additional 8 hours per week.  Motion carried.
As the hour of 11:00 A.M. was past, the chairman called for the opening of the #2 fuel oil, propane and gasoline bids.  The following bid was received and declared in order:  Farmers Union oil- #2 fuel oil –price based on the cost of the day the fuel is purchased plus $.04 and freight charge; Gasoline- cost will be net reduction from pump price, less $.07 per gallon effective through September 30, 2013; Propane- $1.32 per gallon.  A motion was made by Johnston and seconded by Larson, to accept the bid.  Motion carried.

Matt Lunde, Sheriff, met with the board concerning his department.

There being no further business, Bohl moved to adjourn the meeting at 12:00 noon
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