VOTE BY MAIL

Pierce County is a Vote by Mail county.

What is Vote by Mail?

Vote by mail is part of the voting process where ballots are cast as “absentee”.  This means ballots are voted on at home and either mailed back or hand delivered to the county auditor-treasurer’s office.  Ballots are available 40 days before election and can be returned any time, but no later than the day before the election or post marked the day before election.

How Vote by Mail Works

1. A pre-filled application is mailed to all active voters living within Pierce County.
2. Once the voter receives the application, it should be viewed to make sure all the information is correct. Select the election you are wanting to vote in (June, November or all statewide)- provide a daytime phone number-check which type of ID (driver’s license) etc.)- sign and date. Return to the Auditor-Treasurer’s office.
3. Once the application is received in the Auditor-Treasurer’s office and verified that all the information is filled in correctly- a ballot will be mailed.
4. The voter will then vote on the ballot at their convenience and return the ballot to the County Auditor-Treasurer’s office, either through mail or in person (drop off in the drop box), any time or by 4:00 P.M. on Election Day.
5. When the ballot is returned to the County Auditor-Treasurer’s office, the application is matched with the signature on the ballot envelope and is filed for counting on Election Day.
6. Day before the Election, the election board reviews the signature on the application with the signature on the ballot envelope. Ballots are in secrecy envelopes inside the return envelopes, so the election board opening the envelopes with the voter’s name on it will not see the voted ballot itself.
If signatures match, the envelope is opened. The secrecy envelope (which holds the ballot) is put in a pile until all the ballots are opened.  Once all the signatures are verified, the ballots are opened and the judges will initial the ballots. They are then run through the Election equipment. No results can be tallied until 7:00 PM on Election Day.
7. There will not be a voting location at the courthouse for the upcoming Primary Election, due to COVID-19, and an executive order from Governor Doug Burgam. It will be Vote By Mail Only. 
